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how he could have gone off at all with a wound
right through his lungs.

That evening I superintended the skinning, and
was still more surprised when I saw the havoc
made by the bullet which had traversed both
lungs. He was a very large bear of the kind,
being six feet long by three in height. The*
natives are fond of bears-meat, and numbers of
them came and dipped rags in the blood, which is
considered a cure for convulsions amongst children.

The bear also possesses a bone which is much in
request amongst the natives, its supposed value
being that the owner of it will be blest with a
numerous family. As soon as a bear is killed,, it
is surrounded by an eager crowd anxious to get
hold of this bone. Knowing this, I put my ser-
vant on guard, and told him on no account to lose
it. He brought it in to me next day, saying .there
were great heart-burnings over it,, for they said,
'The Burra* saib' (as they called me) ' has a large
family, so he cannot require the bone/ I offered

* Burra means big or old.